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Dear OWSé a love letter dwarf with his most hilarious hands. | saw wee
ones rapt in attention at the puppet play, and |
Since 1993 my family has had some sort of con-trust that even those who chatted all the way
nection to all that happens at Olympia Waldorf through gleaned something of warmth just
School....both of my children attended Kinder-  from the hushed environment and gentle
garten through Grade 8...both of them still at-  mood.
tend events, contribute, and have served on
alumni panels. | am a former Board member,
preschool faculty, and aliround volunteer.

i

| saw old friends of my own, and old acquaint-
ances, too...I saw former students who still
attend OWS and those who have moved lon.
saw music being made by
humans...beautiful, celebrato-
ry music. | caught the scent of
lavender, of gingerbread, and
of melting beeswax. | visited
my own memories, too...and
recalled my youngest actually
retelling me the puppet play
story nearly verbatim when
he was but 4 years old. | re-
membered the hugs of those
now gone from this realm,
and the hard work that we all
shared.

I so, so love OWS...the mag-
ic that happens in each clasg
room each day emboldens [
the children to go forth into |
the world with genuine in-
terest and the strength gar- |
nered over years of being |
held by an entire communi-
ty. | would say that the sam
is true for the teachers and
the adults who enroll their
children, who volunteer
their time, and who strive to
make things work-often in
daunting circumstance.
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I just want you all to know

At Winter Faire | withessed alumni hugging that | think being a part of a Waldorf school is
one another... hugging former teachers... eagerhnot always easy...in fact, there are years where
seeking the Cookie Kingdom or the Candle Dip- NOTHING feels easy....but the issuewheth-
ping. | saw students helping make jump ropes, er they be financial, faculty related, festival
and showing young visitors how to make the  overload, enrollment issues, or just physical
crafts in the Elves Workshop. | saw folks bat-  exhaustion+ usually resolve one way or anoth-
tling the elements to sell their lovely, albeit er. It's difficult (nigh impossible) to keep every-
sometimes soggy, gingerbread. | saw old friendsone happy all of the time...but the striving....the
reconnect, and new friends being made. striving.....is what | believe resonates long after

we depart the clapboard buildinghe work in
| saw the lovely Early Childhood Faculty enkin- the spiritual realm, the work in the physical

dle Snow White, Rose Red, and the angry little
See Letter page 3
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Boy Friendly!

Guest author talks hard -wired
differences on March 7

There is nothing inherently
wrong with male children &
yet, statistically and anecdo g
tally, boys in the United
States seem to be facing
unique challenges that in-
clude navigating an unwrit-
ten O0boy cod
tations, and education sys-
tems that do
how they learn, play, relate,
and communicate.

Itds time to recognize
boysd the problem is us. Which is actually a
goodthingbbecause wedre the
make the necessary changes.

When our boys feel heard and understood, then
8 and only thend will we be on a trajectory to
change the story of males who are angry or
depressed, or who have become the focus of the
#metoo movement.All boys? NoAll men? No.
But we must look at the troubling trends).

Boys are more likely to be expelled from pre
school or drop out before high school gradua-
tion than girls. Along the way, their grades and

See Boys on page 2
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Sat, March 24th
10 améa 2 pm
Olympia Waldorf School
Free Entrance!

Holistic Home Group: A Kristy Woodford Company & Olympia Lactation present
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Puppet Shows
Handson Chi |
Mini Photo Sessions
Yoga Demonstrations
Chair Massage
Natural Food Vendors

Keynote address by parent educato
and counselor, Candyce Bollinger
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From the Kingdom of Arithmetic to Real -World Philanthropy

Living into the world of numbers through the grades

Class of 2020 (Slxth Grade)
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The Lantern is published quarterly Boys from page one

by Olympia Waldorf School
their selfconfidence suffer. If they are medicated
or disciplined for
problems, 6 itds no
their way.

8126 Normandy St. SE
Olympia, WA 98540
360.493.0906
Olympiawaldorf.org
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From birth through middle school, women are
the most prominent inf
Eighty-seven percent of primary teachers in the
U.S. are women. Mothers spend twice as much
time parenting than fathers. Twentjive percent
of American households are led by womenly.

p
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Women are nurturing, compassionate mothers

and hardworking, inventive educators. But are
we, as women, evaluating boys (and men)
through our own feminine expectations? Are we
judging boys through our own feminine ideas of
what is acceptable and normal?
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By clinging to model s
unique ways they interact and learn, we are con-
stantly communicating to boys that they are
wrong, that they-dgspest
cially in the classroom, where success can make
i anenca or break a child.

The statistics are undeniable and breathtaking.

A 5§1§£l§o g We did tIOFedict Pre-

g:é 4% tY s more than
|rTsSEfo§536|% & timeNHoteViiRefy to be diag-
nosed with and medicated for ADHD. Advanced
Placement (AP) classes are-80% girls(5% of
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all high school dropouts are boys. And all of

ol ack

these grim statistics increase for boys of
color.

of attentiond or
preit de tl leatr ns & owa my t |
for the distinct ways in which they learn
and engage. What can we do to encour-
age all children? Can we lift up our boys
Iwithdhe gagme hregth thal wee@power v e s .
our girls? Absolutely, we can.
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Please join me on Wednesday, March 7 at

6: 30 pm when |81 tall
ways to celebrate and work with boys to
respect their unique perspectives, gifts,

and contributions.

With a BS in Elementary Education and her
Waldorf teacher training, Janet is able to
communicate effectively with teachers in public,
charter, and private schools, including those
tfoHowving Walglaif and Mentesseripiineiples. h e
Janet also holds extensive trainifg in
communication skills (Nelnaguistic Pro-
dremngnd NikPe ang areated Thepanguage

of Parenting curriculum which later evolved

into the Boys Alive! book and Family Coach-

ing Program. Janet is excited to announce the
launchof herbbyocused podcast
Real Talk about Parenting, Teaching, and
Reaching Tomor-Macwd s Me
Janet can be reached at janet@boysalive.com.

Tickets to hear Janet on Wednesday, March 7
are available at the door. Suggested donation
is $10 per person.
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Ri ght now, in our winter

but the hearts of our students.

WK $QQXDO 6W 3DWOV

FUN RUN
Friday, March 16
Sponsor an OWS student
(or two). Proceeds benefit
OWS Annual Fund!
Volunteers also needed 2
call us at 360.493.0906
to inquire!

ATTENTION ARTISANS

May Faire is Saturday, May 5. This year

3 One often hears the words "rhythm, repetition, and reverence" in Waldorf Early Childhood classrooms. They
are the three pillars that support our work as teachers. Although seemingly simple, these pillars can be the
glue that holds the class together, which then gives children the freedom to grow and experience the

As children come to trust the rhythm of each day, they are reassured, comforted and feel secure in the
context of the classroom. From there children can then truly begin to express themselves and take in the
environmentAs teachers, we look at the rhythm from the perspective of the day, week, antihearis

ample time outdoors, and we notice how the natural world changes from Autumn to Winter to Spring. As
the natural world experiences a rhythm, we ask ourselves how we can cultivate a relationship to it?

mo o d , just as the plant

tion and play grows more rich, and our inward nature deep€his. approach enlivens not just the minds

s / ~ Kendra Cooley, Little Violets Preschool Teacher

ART IN THIS ISSUE
"D\

Page 1: Lantern watercolor by Kendra Cooley. Left: image taken
from Snow White and Rose Red, Winter Fair 2017. Lantern art
courtesy of Kendra Cooley. Janet Allison photo courtesy of
BoysAlive!

Page Two: Grade One Chalkboard by Julie Scannell., third grade
chalkboard by Sophie Fluhrer, and six grade group photo by Karin
Kraft.

Page three: Carving wooden spoons is on the curriculum at many
Waldorf teacher training schools. Photo of fimisttigd, un
oiled spoon by first year student.

Page four: Daily Rhythm watercolor by Kendra Cooley. Chalk-
board art by Kolea Quincey.

Letter, from page one

2:60 IDYRULWH SXEOLF 6SUL®3'/HY¥HOW Mogd with the

include natural and handmade durable
goods and food vendors. Contact
elenker@olympiawaldorf.org to apply.

FIELD TRIP TO OWS!

TOUR OF THE GRADES
Wednesday, March 14
9610:30 am

Guests will observe a few minutes of Main Lesson
the core of the Waldorf curriculum, in each grade
and finish with a Q & A.

EARLY CHILDHOOD MINMORNING
Saturday, March 17

10-11:30 am

A gentle look at preschool and kindergarten the
Waldorf way. Children will share a short activity an
have plenty of time to explore the classroom and
roam in the garden.

———— —_—

RSVP to 360.493.0906 or visit www.olympiawaldorf.org

ates out into the world...into the mighty harsh
world we seem to be living in currently....and

that warmth and genuine interest in the other
and in the children truly does make the whole
wide world that much the better.

And so | thank you....I thank those who labored
long over this past Winter Faire, for | know all
too well the work entailed in making cookies
strong enough to hang on branches...l know all
too well the millions of tiny details required to
make such an event happen...and | know all too
well how sometimes we may just want to stay
home on a Saturday, rather than helping people
park their cars in the driving rain. | thank the
Faculty and Staff for their intentions, their dedi-
cation, and their laboring of love. | thank the
children, for without them, the joy would cer-
tainly be lessenedl thank my children's teach-
ers, for they have helped shape my children into
the loving, capable adults they are. And lastly....|
thank the being of the school...the being of OWS
who, with alchemy and beauty, helps shape our
collective future.

With love, | sign off for now. Blessings as the
work continues,

Candy Braillard (Hernandez)



