
8th Grade Students To Perform 

Dickens Play on Evergreen Stage  

Sweekriti Apple’s 8th grade 
class is excited to present their 
final class production, A Christ-
mas Carol, by Charles Dickens. 
The production is the result of a 
collaboration with The Ever-
green State College (TESC) 
Class, Arts and the Child, taught 
by Hirsch Diamant. The play will 
be directed by Jerry Berebitsky, 
former OWS Facilities Manager, 
now Technical Director at TESC 
theater. 
 
Work on the production began 
in October. Students were given 
an opportunity to request roles 
and much of this was honored 
and all students play multiple 
roles.   A partial list of cast 
members includes Ziya Mahera-

li as Bob Cratchet, Ruby Davies 
as Tiny Tim, Clio Morbello as 
Mrs. Cratchet, and Leif Syv-
ersen as Scrooge.   

 
“The students are very 
excited. It’s their last year 
and they want to give it 
their best.” 

(8th grade teacher,  
Sweekriti Apple) 

 
Sweekriti has been class teach-
er for the students since 1st 
grade, moving up each grade 
with them as their Main Les-
son teacher. It is her second 
time to lead a class at from 
first to eighth grade at OWS. 

The script for the production 
uses nearly 90% of the original 
dialogue from the novelette by 
Dickens in which the story of 
Scrooge first debuted.  
 
On Friday afternoon, Dec. 8, a 
special performance of A 
Christmas Carol will be given 
for OWS students and for stu-
dents from the Wa He Lut Indi-
an School.  This event 
strengthens a bond between 
the two schools created when 
OWS students attended Wa He 
Lut’s First Salmon ceremony 
last year. 
 
All performances are free to 
the public and donations are 
encouraged, which will help 
fund the 8th Grade Class’ grad-
uation field trip to Washington 
DC. 

A Christmas Carol 
By Charles Dickens 

 
Fri, Dec. 7, 7 pm 

Sat, Dec. 8, 2 pm & 7 pm 
 

TESC COM Building 
Experimental Theatre 

 

Warum unterrichten wir 

Fremdsprachen 

in den Waldorfschulen? 

Why is foreign language taught in Waldorf schools?  

By  Susanne Rogge, OWS 

German Teacher 

 

Many people go through life 

stuck in habitual patterns of 

thought. Learning a foreign 

language creates a new way 

of thinking because each 

language comes with its own 

thought processes. According 

to Waldorf philosophy, 

different soul qualities are 

expressed in each language. 

Learning to speak another 

tongue helps children ex-

pand how they experience 

the world.   

 

In the early grades, for exam-

ple, children may not under-

stand all the words, but they 

get a feeling for the different 

sounds and the quality of the 

language. For example, bird in 

French is oiseau (wah-

ZOH), which sounds musical 

like a singing bird and the eu-

rhythmy gesture for the B 

sound, like in bird  is created 

with rounded arms resembling 

a nest.  In German, the word 

for bird, Vogel, is pronounced 

with an F at the beginning (FO-

gull) suggesting the words fly 

and flight. Interestingly, the 

eurythmy gesture for F is both 

hands swooping down, out and 

away, like a bird. 

 

Before puberty, children imi-

tate foreign sounds with ease. 

Through imitation and repeti-

tion, they develop a sense for 

the correct use of simple gram-
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Class photograph above by Kari Blunck 
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A Letter from OWS’ President of the Board 

Watercolor by  
Kendra Cooley Saturday, Dec. 2 

11 am—3 pm 
8126 Normandy St. SE 

East Olympia, WA 

Olympia Waldorf School invites you to  

Enchanted  
Winter  
Faire 

Purchase Star Cards for: 
Candle Dipping * Puppet Plays  * Crafts  

Cookie Kingdom *  Fairy Shoppe  
Snow Fairy * Jump Rope Making * Bake Sale 

 
Use cash or cards for: 

Hot Drinks * Gingerbread  
Food Vendors * Craft Fair 

Dear OWS Community, 

We “took the pulse” of the OWS community recently, and received a clear message back that many 
of you are craving more connection and fewer “asks”. In that spirit, we hope to get back to basics, 
to come together as an educational community, and to celebrate the talents, gifts, and interests we 
offer one another. 

OWS has traditionally raised funds each year through the school auction and the Annual Fund. This 
year, we will focus attention solely on the Annual Fund campaign. And while the community will 
miss our yearly auction, the school will save thousands of dollars on staff and faculty time, as well 
as the other time and budgetary resources needed to run such a big event. 

Instead, the Board, the Parent Association, and OWS are planning some fun new social events 
throughout the school year designed to provide socializing and connecting time without the pres-
sure of having to meet a fundraising goal. We also look forward to Winter Faire and May Faire, as 
usual. These events showcase OWS students and faculty to share the warmth and beauty of our 
traditions with our extended community. For instance, PA has organized a free night of crafting 
(the hand AND the beer kind) at Arbutus Folk School (details on back page) on Sunday, Nov. 12. 
We’re also discussing a Spring dance for OWS parents and friends and other fun ideas. 

Did you know that tuition alone doesn’t cover all our school costs? By supporting the Annual Fund, 
you are directly contributing to staff and faculty wages, tuition assistance, staff training and oper-
ating costs, to name a few. As the governing body of OWS, we are responsible for ensuring the 
continued growth and financial health of the school. We appreciate your support, which enriches 
the entire community! 

To donate to the Annual Fund, give us a call, mail a check, or better 
yet—come into the office and say hello. Our financial goal is $45,000, 
and we hope that 100% of our families to contribute to the annual 
fund this year, even if it’s only a gift of $1.  

Bary Hanson, OWS Board President 

bhanson@olympiawaldorf.org 

360.584.5224 



Founders & Friends Help Launch Annual Fund 

If you or someone you love has been enriched  
by Waldorf education, please make a generous donation  

to the Annual Fund—we did! 
Pictured left to right:  Mary Maddox, former OWS teacher; Julie Barrett-Ziegler, former OWS 

teacher,; Marianne Guerin, former OWS Administrator and parent; Neil Weinberg, Waldorf 

educator and consultant; Eugene Ryser, former OWS board chair and parent; Anna Willis-

Gurol, former OWS parent; and Wade Hatcher, former OWS parent.  

As part of 
their Sep-
tember 
block on 
Geology, 
SIXTH 
GRADERS 

spent three days at Mount St. Helen's to learn about active volcanoes. During their 
October block on ancient Roman history, students learned to march in military 
drills conducted in Latin. The students' special project 
topics included Roman food, clothing, armor and 
weapons, architecture and engineering. 

SEVENTH GRADERS traveled to Seattle to see Julius 
Caesar performed by the Seattle Shakespeare Compa-
ny. After the show, they participated in a question and 
answer session with the cast.  

Ms. Apple’s EIGHT GRADERS made leather satchels 
when master crafts-
man, Peter Yencken, 
visited OWS  for two 
days in September. Yencken instructed 6th and 
7th GRADERS in making bows and arrows. 

A week later 6th AND 7th GRADERS  made tradi-
tional Pacific 

Northwest salmon pouches, scraping the 
scales off the fish skins using shells.  

OWS students from several grades played 
ukuleles and violins and sang at Fall ArtsWalk 
in October, christening the TJ Potter historic 
alleyway. FIFTH GRADERS were featured in an 
online promotional video produced by Olympia Arts, Parks & Recreation.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL ON THE MOVE 

 

We’ll get acquainted in Community Hall, visit Grades 1-8 to observe Main Lesson 
(a core component of the Waldorf school day), and end with a short Q & A. 

Please RSVP to 360.493.0906 or enroll@olympiawaldorf.org 

 

 

 

 
Next Tour of the Grades in Wed., Nov. 15 

RSVP to 360.493.0906 

Join us for this gentle introduction to OWS’ Early Childhood program. Children 
will meet the teachers, share in circle time, and explore our outdoor class-
room—the garden. Tea and snacks provided. Optional school tour at 11:30. 

Please RSVP to 360.493.0906 or enroll@olympiawaldorf.org 

Ms. Quincey’s FIFTH GRADERS are 
studying ancient cultures beginning 
with India and ending in Greece. Stu-
dents have explored Indian dancing, 
acted out the life of Siddartha (the 
Buddha), and studied the caste sys-
tem. 
 
Later this month, the class will cele-
brate Diwali, the Hindu festival of 
light, by sharing traditional Indian food, music, garments and decorative arts. 

mar, the same way they learn their mother tongue. 

Getting a feeling for the language comes first. 

 

After Grade Three, grammar rules are gradually in-

troduced. The rules awaken the soul and open the 

student’s eyes to the unique structure of each lan-

guage, usually giving them a new appreciation of 

English.  

Susanna Rogge is the longest continuously-teaching 

faculty member at OWS. 

German, continued from front 

Fifth Grade Focus 

PARKING GNOMES NEEDED 
FOR WINTER FAIRE! 

Contact Head Facilities Fairie, Tiffany 
Korn (pictured above), at 

tkorn@olympiawaldorf.org or sign up 
in Prairie Hall! 

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS  
(BEER AND WINE!) 

NOVEMBER 12 
6-9 PM 

The Lantern 

Is published monthly 

by Olympia Waldorf School 

8126 Normandy St. SE 

Olympia, WA 98540 

360.493.0906 

 

Established in 1985, Olympia Wal-

dorf School is a non-sectarian, non-

profit, private school 

serving families in great-

er Olympia. OWS is 

Washington state-

certified and is accredit-

ed by the Association of 

Waldorf Schools in 

North America. Arbutus Folk 
School is hosting 
a night of craft 
beer and craft-
making for OWS 
parents! Bring 

your crafting materials and join us! 

RSVP to elenker@olympiawaldorf.org. 
Adults only for this event ;-) 

 

Friday December 8 at 7 pm 

Saturday, December 9 at 2 pm and 7 pm 

 
The Evergreen State College 

Experimental Theater, COM Building 

FREE - Donations support 8th grade trip to Washington DC 

Olympia Waldorf School Class of 2018 presents 

A Christmas Carol 
By Charles Dickens 


